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The City Edgewood is located in northern Delaware County along the Clayton County border, while the City of Hopkinton is located in southern Delaware 

Purpose of the Plan                 

Legal Role                  

nate and harmonize the uses of private property, the Iowa Code requires that these ordinances be in conformance with a comprehensive plan and its 
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Community Vision                 

Comprehensive planning can be vital in determining:

Public Involvement                 

planning process was all inclusive and included a wide range of ideas and opinions, the comprehensive plan becomes the unifying element for decisions.
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Table 1.1

Event Type Date
Edgewood Library
Hopkinton Community Center

Delaware County Community Survey Random mailing, paper copies at City Hall, online
Earlville Community Survey Random mailing, paper copies at Courthouse, online
Edgewood Community Survey Random mailing, paper copies at City Hall, online
Hopkinton Community Survey Random mailing, paper copies at City Hall, online
County Wide Visioning Event
Hopkinton Planning Commission Public Hearing Hopkinton Community Center
Edgewood Planning Commission Public Hearing Edgewood City Hall
Delaware County Planning Commission Public Hearing Court House
Earlville Planning Commission Public Hearing City Hall
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Goals

, and unlike goals, can be 

Plan take the form of Policy

Delaware County

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

iv. 
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i. 

ii. 

iii. 
media.

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

iv. 

v. 

vi. 

i. 

ii. 
assistance.

i. 

ii. 
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Housing

i. 

ii. 

i. 

ii. 

i. 
ing costs. 

ii. 

iii. 

Consider the use of sustainable design principles in new housing developments.
i. 

water quality through the County. 
i. 

planned or can be easily provided.

ii. 

iii. 
internal infrastructure.
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iv. 

i. 
growth.

ii. 

iii. 

iv. 

v. 

vi. 

i. 

ii. 

i. 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 



9

DELAWARE COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

i. 

ii. 

iii. Promote the best                

iv. 

i. 
bicycles and pedestrians.

ii. 

iii. 

iv. 

v. 
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i. 
for growth and development.

ii. 

i. 

ii. If decided to adopt a county zoning ordinance develop an ordinance that protects industry and the agricultural sector. 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 
unregulated sprawl.

iv. 

v. 

Protect viable land for agriculture.
i. 

ii. 
can be provided.

Recognize agricultural lands outside the urban fringe areas as an important natural resource of the region, and to preserve agricultural soils that have 
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i. 
crops and livestock.

resources. 
i. 

ii. 

iii. 

iv. 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

i. 
plants and animals.

ii. 

iii. 

iv. Encourage environmentally appropriate public use of and access to wetlands and waterways.
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i. 

ii. 

iii. 

iv. 

v. 

vi. 

Earlville

Vision Statement for Earlville: The City of Earlville will be a vital, safe and growing community with more housing and more jobs. The community will be 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

iv. 

v. 
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Housing

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

Consider the use of sustainable design principles in new housing developments.
i. 

i. 

ii. Support maintaining the integrity of the sanitary sewer system. 

iii. 

iv. 

i. 

ii. 

i. 
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i. 

ii. 

iii. 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

iv. 

v. 

vi. 

vii. 

i. 
for growth and development.

ii. 
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i. 

ii. 

iii. 
unregulated sprawl.

iv. 

v. 

natural areas. 
i. 

plants and animals.

ii. 

iii. 

iv. Encourage environmentally appropriate public use of and access to wetlands and waterways.

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

iv. 

v. 
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vi. 

Edgewood

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

iv. 

Housing

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

Consider the use of sustainable design principles in new housing developments.
i. 

i. 

ii. Support maintaining the integrity of the sanitary sewer system. 



17

DELAWARE COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
iii. 

iv. 

i. 

ii. 

i. 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

iv. 

v. 

vi. 
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vii. 

i. 
for growth and development.

ii. 

i. 

ii. 

ii. 
regulated sprawl.

iii. 

iv. 

i. 
plants and animals.

ii. 

iii. 

iv. Encourage environmentally appropriate public use of and access to wetlands and waterways.
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i. 

ii. 

iii. 

iv. 

v. 

vi. New swimming pool. 

Hopkinton

Vision Statement for Hopkinton: The City of Hopkinton is a community that builds upon its past to embrace the changing needs of its residents. 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

iv. 

Housing

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

i. 
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ii. 

iii. 

Consider the use of sustainable design principles in new housing developments.
i. 

i. 

ii. Support maintaining the integrity of the sanitary sewer system. 

iii. 

iv. 

i. 

ii. 

i. 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 



21

DELAWARE COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

iv. 

v. 

vi. 

vii. 

i. 
for growth and development.

ii. 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 
regulated sprawl.

iv. 

v. 
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i. 
plants and animals.

ii. 

iii. 

iv. Encourage environmentally appropriate public use of and access to wetlands and waterways.

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

iv. 

v. 
the City.

vi. 

vii. 

viii. 
and tourism. 
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Chapter 3: Smart Planning

The 10 Smart Planning Principles are as follows:

  

  
  standards, be consistent and documented. 

  
  looked at and addressed in the comprehensive plan.

  

  

  under developed areas.  
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  that are consistent with the character and architectural style of the community. 

  
  historic landscapes while also looking to increase the availability of open spaces. 
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overall picture of the community. This data is meant to provide a resource for County and 

projects, and making of business decisions. 

.

Delaware County

Peer County Reasoning        

Table 4.1

Decade Percent Change     be
tween Decade

Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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Table 4.2

Percent 
Change

Percent 
Change

Percent 
Change

Percent 
Change

Percent 
Change

Delaware 
Buchanan
Carroll
Cedar
Crawford
Hardin
Henry 
Jackson

Poweshiek
Tama
Source: U.S. Census

are:
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past.                

        

female.      
        

  

Ethnicity          

Table 4.3

2020 2030 2040

Woods & Poole 
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stated area

Bureau data shows that the median age for Delaware County has been steadily increasing 

Income                  
The median household income is a standard used to measure the prosperity within a community. The median household income is the income for a housing unit 
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Economy                    

community is servicing 

customers are being drawn 

school 

 

Table 4.4

in the workforce
Per Capita Income

Income

Individuals Below Pov
erty Status
Families Below Poverty 
Status

Table 4.5

2011 Retail Sales Analysis Table

County

 Per Capita 

Pull Factor

Delaware 
Buchanan
Carroll
Cedar
Crawford
Hardin
Henry
Jackson

Poweshiek
Tama $68,895,588 0.39
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Delhi. The junior high and high school is also located in Delhi. 

Earlville

Peer City Reasoning       

reveals important changes in the personality 

  

use and 

are:

Table 4.6

Decade Percent Change 
between Decade

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Table 4.7
Population Change for Earlville and Peer Cities, 1960-2010

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010
Earlville 668 751 844 822 900 812
Edgewood 767 786 900 842 923 864
Elkader 1,584 1,592 1,688 1,510 1,465 1,273
Garnavillo 662 634 723 727 754 745
Hopkinton 768 800 774 695 681 628
McGregor 1,040 990 945 797 871 871
Montezuma 1,416 1,353 1,485 1,651 1,440 1,462
Stanwood 598 641 705 646 680 684
Sully 508 685 828 841 904 821
West Point 758 1,045 1,133 1,079 980 966
Wheatland 643 832 840 723 772 764
Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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Trend line analysis

established.  The table below shows the results for the City of Earlville from the two methods.

               

            

Table 4.8

2020 2030 2040

Female

Earville Gender 2010

Female

RACE

White
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Ethnicity                 

                   

Economy              
The 

Population Pyramid

Female
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Edgewood

Peer City Reasoning                

Table 4.9

2011 Retail Sales Analysis Table

City Taxable Retail Sales
 Per Capita 

Pull Factor

Earlville
Edgewood
Elkader
Garnavillo
Hopkinton

Sully
Stanwood
West Point $6,730 0.65
Wheatland $7,449 0.74
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Table 4.10

Year Decade Percent Change be
tween Decade

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Table 4.11

Edgewood
Earlville
Elkader
Garnavillo
Hopkinton

Stanwood
Sully
West Point
Wheatland
Source: U.S. Census

Table 4.12

2020 2030 2040
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less than one 

             
  

            

Ethnicity          

                  

Female

Edgewood Gender 2010
Female
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The U.S. Census Bureau data shows that the median age for Edgewood has been steadily 

   

Economy        

created by Iowa State University Department of Economics provides 

Population Pyramid 

Female

Table 4.13
2011 Retail Sales Analysis Table

City Taxable Retail Sales
 Per Capita 

Pull Factor

Edgewood
Earlville
Elkader
Garnavillo
Hopkinton

Sully
Stanwood
West Point

Wheatland
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Hopkinton 

Peer City Reasoning                

Table 4.14

Decade P e r c e n t 
C h a n g e 
between 

Decade

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

 

Table 4.15

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010
Hopkinton
Edgewood
Earlville
Elkader
Garnavillo

Stanwood
Sully
West Point
Wheatland
Source: U.S. Census
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these trends out toward the future. The methods implemented to predict the 

     

the past.

C

                
Race

White

Table 4.16

2020 2030 2040
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Ethnicity          

                                                                                             
Hopkinton 2010 

Gender

Female

Population Pyramid 

Female
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Economy                  

Table 4.17
2011 Retail Sales Analysis Table

City
Sales Per Capita 

Pull Factor

Hopkinton
Edgewood
Earlville
Elkader
Garnavillo

Sully
Stanwood
West Point
Wheatland
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Chapter 5: Land Use

The land use chapter provides the framework and statement of land use policy. The future land use map, presented in this chapter provides guidance to 

Delaware County 

To plan what types of land use Delaware County will need in the 

land use by acres in the unincorporated areas of Delaware 
County. 

Table 5.1

Land Use Type Percentage

Commercial
Industrial
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Table 5.2
Future Land use needs for unincorporated Delaware County 

Land Use Type Total Acres Percentage

Commercial
Industrial

Future Land Use
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Land Use Goals
. 

 The comprehensive plan is designed 

 When assessing where future development should occur a regional approach at 

Protect viable land for agriculture.

and services are already available. 

Recognize agricultural lands outside the urban fringe areas as an important natural resource of the region, and to preserve agricultural soils that have 

  Educate 
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be encouraged. The public should have access to wetlands and waterways and developers should be encouraged to provide it.  

Earlville

       

Table 5.3

Land Use Type Total Acres Percentage

Commercial
Industrial
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Future Land Use                 

Table 5.4
City of Earlville’s Future Land Use

Land Use Type Total Acres Percentage

Commercial
Industrial
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Land Use Goals                 

 The comprehensive plan is designed 

 When assessing where future development should occur a regional approach at 

and natural areas.  Development should 
consider the impact on environmentally 

forests, wildlife habitat, and endangered plant 
and animal species.  When the opportunity 

areas the developer should be encouraged. 
The public should have access to wetlands 
and waterways and developers should be 
encouraged to provide it.  
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Table 5.5

Land Use Type Total Acres Percentage

Commercial
Industrial

Agricultural & Open Space 221.5 40.3%

Edgewood

        



53

DELAWARE COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Map 5.5
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Future Land Use                 

Table 5.6

Land Use Type Total Acres Percentage

Commercial
Industrial
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Land Use Goals 

 The comprehensive plan is designed 

 When assessing where future development should occur a regional approach at 

  

be encouraged. The public should have access to wetlands and waterways and developers should be encouraged to provide it.  

Hopkinton

      
To plan what types of land use the City of Hopkinton will need in the 

the City of Hopkinton. 

Table 5.7

Land Use Type Total Acres Percentage

Commercial
Industrial

Agricultural & Open Space 139.2 44.8%
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Future Land Use   

future land uses allows for preferred 

This provides a guide for where 

City of Hopkinton. The future land 

and future land uses. In preparing 

owned businesses 

is 
comprised. 

Table 5.8
Compostion of City of Hopkinton’s Future Land Use

Land Use Type Total Acres Percentage

Commercial
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Map 5.8
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Land Use Goals     

 The comprehensive plan is designed to be 
a living document. The comprehensive plan should be 

is constant with the growth and development that is or has 

Plan for the future and orderly development within a regional 
 When assessing where future development should 

sites should be used. Intergovernmental partnerships should 

  Development should 

natural forests, wildlife habitat, and endangered plant and 
animal species.  When the opportunity presents itself for 

encouraged. The public should have access to wetlands and waterways and developers should be encouraged to provide it.  
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Chapter 6: Housing

T

a higher percentage than State in this 
range. Earlville lists no houses valued 

housing stock of Delaware County and 

State as a whole. The highest percentage 

Table 6.1
Owner-Occupied Housing Units by Value - 2010

<$70,000 $70,000 - 
$99,000

$100,000 
-$149,999

$150,000 - 
$199,999

$200,000 - 
$249,999

$250,000- 
$299,999 >$300,000 Total

Earlville

%

59 97 65 12 3 0 0 236
25.0 41.1 27.5 5.1 1.3 0.0 0.0

Edgewood

%

89 100 77 9 11 3 7 296
30.1 33.8 26.0 3.0 3.7 1.0 2.4

Hopkinton

%

100 52 87 11 0 0 4 254
39.4 20.5 34.3 4.3 0.0 0.0 1.6

Delaware County

%

1,166 1,424 1,488 765 439 145 494 5,921
19.7 24.0 25.1 12.9 7.4 2.4 8.3

State of Iowa

%

252,020 185,404 134,212 53,228 19,612 9,871 11,095 665,442
37.9 27.9 20.2 8.0 2.9 1.5 1.7

Source: 2010 Census estimates/America Community Survey
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The percentages of homes constructed in all other decades are similar to 
the State’s percentages with slightly higher percentages constructed in the 

Th

State saw the number of homes constructed drop by almost one half from 

Table 6.2
Occupied Housing Units by Year Built within Delaware County

Earlville Edgewood Hopkinton Delaware 
County

State of 
Iowa

2005 or later

%

0 3 0 224 70,270
0.0 0.8 1.0 3.1 5.3

2000 –  2005

%

2 5 18 347 87,246
0.6 1.3 6.3 4.7 6.5

1990 – 1999

%

32 42 46 940 140,195
10.2 10.5 16.1 12.8 10.5

1980 – 1989

%

17 23 34 609 102,632
5.4 5.8 11.9 8.3 7.7

1970 – 1979

%

67 92 39 1,276 195,981
21.3 23.0 13.7 17.4 14.7

1960 – 1969

%

24 32 16 485 143,266
7.6 8.0 5.6 6.6 10.7

1950 – 1959

%

10 45 19 638 151,111
3.2 11.3 6.7 8.7 11.3

1940 – 1949

%

27 19 19 391 87,974
8.6 4.8 6.7 5.3 6.1

Prior to 1940

%

136 139 94 2,426 364,888
43.2 34.8 33.0 33.1 27.3

Total 315 400 285 7,336 1,337,563
Source 2010 Census/American Community Survey
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housing stock built prior to 

Table 6.3
Owner-Occupied Housing Units by Year Built within Delaware County

Earlville Edgewood Hopkinton Delaware County
2005 or later

%

0 3 0 206
0.00 1.01 0.00 3.48

2000 – 2005

%

2 2 14 249
0.85 0.68 5.51 4.21

1990 – 1999

%

19 36 46 716
8.05 12.16 18.11 12.09

1980 – 1989

%

9 20 28 496
3.81 6.76 11.02 8.38

1970 – 1979

%

41 51 33 1,078
17.37 17.23 12.99 18.21

1960 – 1969

%

16 26 13 428
6.78 8.78 5.12 8.38

1950  - 1959

%

10 30 14 496
4.24 10.14 5.51 8.38

1940 – 1949

%

27 19 19 363
11.44 6.42 7.48 6.13

Prior to 1940

%

112 109 87 1,889
47.46 36.82 34.25 31.90

Total 236 296 254 5,921

Table 6.4
Renter-Occupied Housing Units by Year Built within Delaware County

Earlville Edgewood Hopkinton Delaware County
2005 or later

%

0 0 0 18
0.00 0.00 0.00 1.27

2000 – 2005

%

0 3 4 98
0.00 2.88 12.90 6.93

1990 – 1999

%

13 6 0 224
16.46 5.77 0.00 15.83

1980 – 1989

%

8 3 6 113
10.13 2.88 19.35 7.99

1970 – 1979

%

26 41 6 198
32.91 39.42 19.35 13.99

1960 – 1969

%

8 6 3 57
10.14 5.77 9.68 4.03

1950  - 1959

%

0 15 5 142
0.00 14.42 16.13 10.04

1940 – 1949

%

0 0 0 28
0 0 0 0

Prior to 1940

%

24 30 7 537
30.38 28.85 22.58 37.95

Total 79 104 31 1,415
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Housing Types and Availability

The US Department of Housing and Urban 

a community’s housing units are available 
for sale or rent, as a standard.  One would 

the percent’s of owner occupied housing 

Table 6.5
Total Housing Units

Owner-Occupied Renter-Occupied Vacant
Number % Number % Number %

Earlville 274 77.4 57 16.1 23 6.5
Edgewood 267 63.4 118 28.0 36 8.6
Hopkinton 216 88.4 50 17.0 28 9.5

Delaware Co. 5,634 70.2 1,428 17.8 966 12.0
State of Iowa 885,770 72.4 337,669 27.9 113,693 8.5
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owners are reluctant to sell and renters have more ability to relocate in search of 
employment elsewhere. Thus the low number of units for sale and high number for rent.

E

units, would be available for sale or rent. Of these units, one would 

H

units, would be available for sale or rent. Of these units, one would 

Table 6.6
Occupied Housing Unit Status

Owner-Occupied Renter-Occupied
Number % Number %

Earlville 274 82.8 57 17.2
Edgewood 267 69.4 118 30.6
Hopkinton 216 81.2 50 18.8

Delaware Co. 5,634 79.8 1,428 20.2
State of Iowa 885,770 91.5 337,669 8.5

Table 6.7
Status of Housing Units 

Owner Renter For Sale For Rent Seasonal Other Va-
cant

Earlville

%

274 57 3 6 0 14
77.4 16.1 0.8 1.7 0.0 4.0

Edgewood

%

267 118 2 15 5 14
63.4 28.0 0.5 3.6 1.2 3.3

Hopkinton

%

216 50 3 6 0 19
73.5 17.0 1.0 2.0 0.0 6.5

Delaware Co.

%

5,634 1,428 66 107 534 259
70.2 17.8 0.8 1.3 6.6 3.2
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HOUSING DEMAND
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Table 6.8
 Income Brackets According to HUD 2000 Percentage of Median Household Income (MHI)

Low Income 

(0-50% of MHI)

Moderate Income

(51-80% of MHI)

Middle Income 

(81-110% of MHI)

Upper Middle 
Income

(111-200% MHI)

Upper Income 
(>200% of MHI)

1 person 
household

$0 - 15,850 $15,851 - 23,350 $25,935 - 34,870 $34,871 - 63,400 $63,401+

2 person 
household

$0 - 18,100 $18,101 - 29,000 $29,001 - 39,820 $39,821 - 72,400 $72,401+

3 person 
household

$0 - 20,400 $20,401 - 32,600 $32,601 - 44,880 $44,881 - 81,600 $81,601+

4 person 
household

$0 - 22,650 $22,651 - 36,250 $36,251 - 49,830 $49,831 - 90,600 90,601+

5 person 
household

$0 - 24,450 $24,451 - 39,150 $39,151 - 53,790 $53,791 - 97,800 $97,801+

6 person 
household

$0 - 26,250 $26,251 - 42,050 $42,051 - 57,750 $57,751 - 105,000 $105,001+

7 person 
household

$0 - 28,100 $28,101 - 44,950 $44,951 - 61,820 $61,821 - 112,400 $112,400+

8 person 
household

$0 - 29,900 $29,901 - 47,850 $47,851 - 65,780 $65,781 - 119,600 $119,601+

Source: HUD 2000 55 and 80 percent of Median Income Levels

number of persons per household in 

are repeated for each community.



69

DELAWARE COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

amount of down payment funds the home buyer has available.

Table 6.10
Range of Rent or Mortgage Payments Per Month by Household Size

1 Person 2  Persons 3 Persons 4 Persons
Low Income $0 – 256 $0 – 293 $0 – 330 $0 – 366
Moderate Income $257 - 494 $294 - 565 $331 - 635 $367 - 706
Middle Income $495 - 672 $566 - 746 $636 - 822 $707 - 896
Upper Middle Income $673 – 1,335 $747 – 1,510 $823 – 1,690 $897 - 1,865
Upper Income $1,336+ $1,511+ $1,691+ $1,866+
Source: East Central Intergovernmental Association

Table 6.9
Range of Housing Costs Per Month by Household Size

1 Person 2  Persons 3 Persons 4 Persons
Low Income $0 – 396 $0 – 453 $0 – 510 $0 – 566
Moderate Income $397 – 634 $454 – 725 $511 - 815 $567 - 906
Middle Income $635 – 872 $726 – 996 $816 – 1,122 $907 – 1,246
Upper Middle Income $873 – 1,585 $997 – 1,810 $1,123 – 2,040 $1,247 – 2,265
Upper Income $1,586+ $1,811+ $2,041+ $2,266+
Source: East Central Intergovernmental  Association 

Table 6.11
Affordable Home Purchase Price Based on Income Range with 20% Down Payment 

(Assuming an 8% interest rate and 30-year mortgage)
Low Income Moderate Income Middle Income Upper Middle Income Upper Income 

1 person 
household

$0 – 43,611 $43,612 – 84,155 $84,156 – 114,478 $114,479 – 227,423 $227,424+

2 person 
household

$0 – 49,914 $49,915 – 96,250 $96,251 – 127,084 $127,085 – 257,235 $257,236+

3 person 
household

$0 – 56,217 $56,218 – 108,175 $108,176 – 140,031 $140,032 – 287,899 $287,900+

4 person 
household

$0 – 62,350 $62,351 – 120,270 $120,271 – 152,637 $152,638 – 317,711 $317,712+

Source: East Central Intergovernmental Association
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DELAWARE COUNTY ACTION  PLAN

Table 6.12
Affordable Home Purchase Price Based on Income Range with 10% Down Payment   

(Assuming an 8% interest rate and 30-year mortgage)
Low Income Moderate Income Middle Income Upper Middle Income Upper Income 

1 person 
household

$0 – 38,765 $38,766 – 74,804 $74,805 – 101,758 $101,759 – 202,154 $202,155+

2 person 
household

$0 – 44,368 $44,369 – 85,556 $85,557 – 112,964 $112,965 – 228,653 $228,654+

3 person 
household

$0 – 49,971 $49,972 – 96,155 $96,156 – 124,472 $124,473 – 255,910 $255,911+

4 person 
household

$0 – 55,422 $55,423 – 106,907 $106,908 – 135,678 $135,679 – 282,409 $282,410+

Source: East Central Intergovernmental Association

Table 6.13
 Affordable Home Purchase Price Based on Income Range with No Down Payment 

(Assuming an 8% interest rate and 30-year mortgage)
Low Income Moderate Income Middle Income Upper Middle Income Upper Income 

1 person 
household

$0 – 34,888 $34,889 – 67,324 $67,325 – 91,582 $91,583 – 181,938 $181,939+

2 person 
household

$0 – 39,931 $39,932 – 77,000 $77,001 – 101,667 $101,668 – 205,788 $205,789+

3 person 
household

$0 – 44,973 $44,974 – 86,540 $86,541 – 112,025 $112,026 – 230,319 $230,320+

4 person 
household

$0 – 49,880 $49,881 – 96,216 $96,217 – 122,110 $122,111 – 254,168 $254,169+

Source: East Central Intergovernental Association 
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subdivision ordinances to assure orderly development that will preserve the County’s prime farmland and agricultural resources.  The County should again 

op

sold.
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IDED Housing Fund.

Federal Home Loan Bank Programs.

Determine the income of targeted households.

Land Development

Determine development costs, including land and infrastructure.

subdivisions.
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General Home Ownership Assistance

appropriate.

Conclusion

which will increase the vitality of the County. 
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Chapter 7: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

highlighted in previous chapters. 

DELAWARE COUNTY DATA ANALYSIS

aspects of the Delaware County economy.        

Employment

States.

employers in Delaware County. 
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Figure 7.2

the number of workers that live and work in the city, and the number of workers that live in the county but work elsewhere. This employment data was 

employers and maintained by each state for the purpose of administering its unemployment insurance system.

PUBLIC INPUT
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DELAWARE COUNTY

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT GOALS

partnerships, and fostering a strong workforce. 

Based on the study, economic development professionals within the County will need to decide if new sites are needed and if so, where these sites should 

To meet this goal, Delaware County will need to directly target industries that are not currently located in the County. They can do this through a direct 
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should be made to coordinate strategies with this group. 

businesses in Delaware County. Companies started by local entrepreneurs bring new wealth and economic growth to a community. Local entrepreneurs are 
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The top priority of Northeast Iowa Business Network is growing entrepreneurship throughout the region, including Delaware County. Delaware County 

to entrepreneurs. The new state program, Iowa Source Link can also be used as a resource locally to connect entrepreneurs with resource providers 
throughout Iowa.

Manchester

Business Growth and Entrepreneurship
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Community Improvement

Earlville

community are very important or somewhat important features of a 

that the City should not improve or enhance its code and other 
ordinances. 

respondents noted that more land should be devoted to commercials 

use development.  
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improved signage and façade improvement. Enforcing the building and zoning codes to maintain the character of the community was also cited as being 
important. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT GOALS

fostering a strong workforce. 

Concentrate on retaining and expanding business.

shopping. 

It is unlikely that a chain retail establishment will open a business in Earlville. For this reason, it is important to encourage locally owned businesses. 

Edgewood
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT GOALS

and fostering a strong workforce. 

Concentrate on retaining and expanding business.

It is unlikely that a chain retail establishment will open a business in Edgewood. For this reason, it is important to encourage locally owned businesses. 

Hopkinton
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business friendly to help promote development. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT GOALS

partnerships, and fostering a strong workforce. 

Concentrate on retaining and expanding business.

shopping. 

It is unlikely that a chain retail establishment will open a business in 
Hopkinton. For this reason, it is important to encourage locally owned 
businesses. This can be done by providing local entrepreneurs with 
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Service Providers

Iowa.  
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Water
Delaware County does not provide public water to residents living within the unincorporated areas of Delaware County. Delaware County Water and Sani

Sewer
Delaware County does not provide public waste water to residents living within the unincorporated areas of Delaware County. Delaware County Water and 

Broadband 

Table 8.1

Service Provider 
Electric
Gas Black Hills Energy
LP Gas Three Rivers FS
Phone Century Link and Windstream
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Future Needs

Goals

 provider.

fast broadband speeds and reliable broadband service to do business. 

Earlville

Table 8.2

Service Provider 
Sewer City of Earlville
Waster City of Earlville
Electric

Gas Black Hills Energy
LP Gas Three Rivers FS
Phone  Windstream
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Water

lon water storage reservoir.

Sewer

ent standards applied to it.  There have been several improvements made to the 

designed for secondary treatment with BOD and suspended solids standards 
only and no ammonia removal capability.  The wastewater system was upgraded 

Water

Sewer

change in facility requirements from the Iowa Department of Natural Resources. 
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Edgewood 

Water

the replacement of water meters.  The City maintains its second well as an 

elevated water storage tower.

Sewer
The Edgewood wastewater system consists of a controlled discharge 

Water

Sewer

a change in facility requirements from the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources. 

Table 8.3
Edgewood Utilities

Service Provider 
Sewer City of Edgewood
Waster City of Edgewood
Electric Alliant Energy
Gas Black Hills Energy
Phone  Windstream
Cable Mediacom
Internet Mediacom and Windstream
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Hopkinton 

 
Water
The City of Hopkinton is currently serviced by two deep wells supplying the 

controls water supply in Iowa and has the power to set limits on 
how much water can be used by permit holders, and therefore a 

Sewer 
The Hopkinton wastewater treatment facility was originally built 

sequenching batch reactor basin was added to take the place of 

Natural Resources informed the City that new guidelines that were 

Table 8.4
Hopkinton Utilities

Service Provider 
Sewer Hopkinton Municipal Utilities
Waster Hopkinton Municipal Utilities
Electric Hopkinton Municipal Utilities
Gas Black Hills Energy
Phone  Windstream
Internet Net Connect and Windstream
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The system changed again to comply with the new guidelines by replacing the 

Water

Sewer

pate facility improvements needed in the near future, unless Iowa Department 
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and air.  
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Roadways

              

service that it provides. Roadways provide two basic types of service: 
land access and mobility. The degree to which a roadway provides 

Principal Arterial 
minimal land access. The primary purpose of principal arterials is the 

arterial.

Minor Arterials interconnect with and augment principal arterials. 

is mobility, this class provides more access points and more land ac

Major and Minor Collector streets channel trips between the local 
street system and the arterials. Collectors serve a balance between mobility and land access. Parking and direct driveway access to the street are typically 

Map 9.1
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Table  9.1

Total Roadway 
Miles

Local Streets
Total 1,143

Local Streets 

collector. 

Level of Service

Future Roadway Needs
 
Road Maintenance
County residents surveyed feel that road repair and maintenance is a very important issue regarding the 

The ongoing maintenance of the roadway network is vital to the County’s economic success.  In the fu
ture, Delaware County must face the challenge of stretching limited budgets to maintain vital transporta
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Map 9.2
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Map 9.3



DELAWARE COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

96

Map 9.4
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Roadway Safety

residents and can reduce the overall quality of life in the County.  

roadway users.  

Map 9.5
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Transit 

Future Transit Needs

and surveys.

Map 9.6

Figure 9.2
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Bicycle and Pedestrian

When planning a bicycling, hiking, and walking system, local governments should design a system that will accommodate as many users as possible. The 

Future Bicycle and Pedestrian Needs
Safety

safety:
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Distance 
because of the long distances involved.  Local governments can help reduce travel distances by encouraging compact development that reduces sprawl and 

Infrastructure

Complete Streets polices.  Complete Streets are designed to allow pedestrians, bicyclists, and transit to travel safely alongside automobiles.  

safer and more convenient.

Freight 

within reasonable driving distance and both serve as major air freight hubs for the surrounding area.
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Map 9.7
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Airport
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security.

signs that no longer meet minimum safety requirements.  
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Map 9.8
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Chapter 10: HAZARD MITIGATION

Land Use 
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Environmental Management

and city councils in deciding where new development should be allowed. 

Public Safety

DELAWARE COUNTY:
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g. Purchase riprap and install as necessary to prevent erosion on river banks.

CITY OF EARLVILLE:
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CITY OF EDGEWOOD

place.
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CITY OF HOPKINTON:

place.
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Facility Analysis

at:

Gaps in service coverage
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Table 11.1
Delaware County Parks

Facility Name Size
Bailey’s Ford Park

dress is also where the 

for the Delaware County 

located. It is located 
three miles southeast of 

areas with electrical and water hookups, 

well, toilets, ball diamond, volleyball court, 
horseshoe courts, playground equipment 
and hiking trails.

cated four miles west of 
picnic shelters with electricity, RV camp
ing areas with electric and water hookups, 

horseshoe courts, volleyball courts, and 
playground equipment.
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Turtle Creek Park th

chester. Located in the 
Hartwick Lake impound

keta River above the 

ter.

well, and one picnic shelter.

Fountain Springs 
Park ley. Located three miles 

northeast of Greeley.
area, encompassing over a mile of Elk 

Twin Bridges Park
burg

chase part of this area was received from 

side Park out electricity, picnicking and toilets.
Oneida City Park

out electricity, playground equipment, and 
toilets.

Oneida Township 
Park

This park is a historic site that also has 

without electricity, playground equipment 
and toilets.

Red School House This park is a historic site that also has play 
equipment, picnic benches and toilets.
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This is an undeveloped natural area that is 

this park.
Plum Creek Park This is an undeveloped natural area that is 

primarily forest, but has a stream, a picnic 
shelter without electricity, playground 
equipment, and toilets.

Silver Lake Park
boat access, toilets, picnic shelters with 
electricity and playground equipment.

Dunlap Park
picnic shelters with and without electricity, 
playground equipment and toilets.
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Delaware County Parks
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Bailey’s Ford Park P H F
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Turtle Creek Park D P F

Fountain Springs Park P H F
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1.  Bailey's Ford Park
2.  Coffins Grove Park
3. Turtle Creek Park
4.  Fountain Springs Park
5.  Twin Bridges Park
6.  Colesburg Roadside Park
7.  Highway 13 Roadside Park
8.  Oneida City Park
9.  Oneida Township Park
10.  Red Schoolhouse Museum
11.  Gaffney Area
12.  Plum Creek Park
13.  Silver Lake Park
14.  Dunlap Park

County Park

15.  Morris Wildlife Area
16.  Dundee Preserve
17.  165th St. River Access
18.  Hook Preserve
19.  Child's Preserve
20.  M & O Railroad Preserve
21.  Indian Hills Wildlife Area
22.  Pin Oak Wildlife Area
23.  Milo Forest
24.  Delhi Dam River Access
25.  Burton Preserve
26.  Shearer Wildlife Area
27.  Retz Wildlife Area
28.  Pioneer Road River Access
29.  Silver Creek Wildlife Area
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31.  Buffalo Creek Wildlife Area
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Table 11.3
City Parks

City
Earlville

of Park and Third streets.
Picnic shelter, walking path 

equipment and toilets.
Earlville

Edgewood
room, shelter and restrooms

Hopkinton
Hopkinton near the dam. stoves and toilets, basketball 

court, shelter and is used daily by 

Hopkinton Chestnut Street. Several picnic tables, toilets, 
playground equipment, basket
ball court, horseshoe pits, and a 
shelter. 

Hopkinton
Fulton Street.

Several picnic tables, toilets, 
playground equipment, sand vol
leyball court, and shelter.
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Delaware County
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Earlville        
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Edgewood         

goal for the City of 
Edgewood is to provide a 

system that meets the 
community’s needs. 
This is achieved through 
route maintenance of 

system. Through a public 

agreed that the current 

of community. 
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While a number of 
respondents stated that 
the development of a 
trail system is needed 
the number one need 

area for improvement 

programs and services 
for children and teens, 
and adults. Recrearion 

they would like to see 
more outdoor spaces 
includsing a public golf 

is a valuable community 
resource and should 
be looked ar as a draw 
ro bring tourists to 
Edgewood.
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Hopkinton    
    
   

goal for the City of Earlville 
is to provide a safe park and 

the community’s needs. This 
is achieved through route 

resources. The City should 

erfront development and 
Delaware County Historical 

and tourism. Through a pub

agreed that the current park 

area for improvement would 

and services for children and 

adults. 
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GIS, August 2011

Disclaimer: This map is for reference only.
Data provided are derived from multiple
sources with varying levels of accuracy.
East Central Intergovernmental Association
disclaims all responsibility for the accuracy
or completeness of the data shown hereon.
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5.  Delaware County 
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Delaware County

Courthouse  & Jail Overview

Facility Condiion Good

sion

Storage
Good

Storage
Good

Storage
Good

Storage
Good
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Maintenance Shed

Storage
Good

Maintenance Shed

Storage
Good

Secondary Roads

Storage
Good

Good

Abbet, DHS, ONV

Good

Storage
Good
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Good

Community Services

Good

Good

Good

S Bell St at W Union St, Hopkinton

Good

Good
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Good Good
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Earlville

Facility Features
Good

Challenges
ment upgrades

City Hall

Facility Features
Good

Size of building 

City Pool & Bathhouse 

Facility Features

Challenges
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Well house  
Facility Features Treatment area and storage  

Fair  
Challenges

City Shop  

Equipment and material storage, light duty repair 
area  
Good

Challenges Limited size 

Sewer Plant   

Facility Features Treatment components 
Good

Challenges Compliance and upgrades  
Compliance and upgrades  
Compliance and upgrades  
Capacity compliance 
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Water Tower   
Third Street   

Well house  
Facility Features Water storage   

Fair  
Challenges

Replacement 

Library and Community Center   

Library and community center  
Facility Features

available for rental 
Good

Challenges

Upgrades and maintenance 
Upgrades and maintenance

Conrad Park    

Facility Features Playground , covered shelter, re
strooms, walking trail and open 
space 
Good

Challenges
equipment, stormwater and 
vandalism  
Complete trail, equipment and 
maintenance 
Equipment and maintenance  
Upgrades and maintenance

Generator, transformer for electrical system   
Facility Features

Good
Challenges

Replacement of the transformer   
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City Maintenance Garage 

City Shop 
Good

Edgewood

City Hall and Library

City Hall, library and community room
Good

Emergency Response Center

departments 
Facility Features Safe room
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Pool and Bathhouse 

Pool and bathhouse 
Poor 

Facility replacement 

Wastewater Treatment Facility 

Wastewater treatment 

Water Treatment Facility 

Waste treatment 
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Hopkinton 

City Hall, library and community room
Good

Fire departments 
Good

Wastewater Treatment Facility 
Locust Street 

Wastewater treatment 
Good
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Library 

Library 
Poor 

Pool 
Fulton Street   

Pool and bathhouse 
Good 



DELAWARE COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

146

ited to:

Image

viable agricultural land.

Earlville’s vision statement was that the City of Earlville will be a vital, safe and growing community with more housing and more jobs. The community will 
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Hopkinton’s vision is of a community that builds upon its past to embrace the changing needs of its residents. This is accomplished by looking at redevelop

Controls



DELAWARE COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

148

makers will have a clear understanding of the undertaking they will have to implement th

Delaware County
Goal Issues

Delaware County

Stabilize employment, achieve economic stability and increase the standard 
sector 
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stock

housing

income households

Programs 
Consider the use of sustainable design principles in new housing 
developments

Encourage the use of low impact development and centralized water or 

and water quality through the County

road system
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living document 

Protect viable land for agriculture

Recognize agricultural lands outside the urban fringe areas as an important 
natural resource of the region, and to preserve agricultural soils that have 

community’s needs for useable and accessible park and open space
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Earlville

Goal Issues

Consider the use of sustainable design principles in new housing developments

for current and future residents
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Goals Issues

document 

useale and accessible park and open space
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Edgewood

Goals Issues 

Consider the use of sustainable design principles in new housing developments

for current and future residents

document 
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Hopkinton
Goals Issues

Consider the use of sustainable design principles in new housing developments

for current and future residents

document 
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Achieving the goals

support. 

Plan Scheduling

years.
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Delaware County
Economic Development Delaware County

Economic Development Study

Housing

Implement a  Complete Streets Policy
Develop a county wide trail system

Review the comprehensive plan annual
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Earlville

Economic Development

Housing

Land for new housing development

Implement a  Complete Streets Policy

Review the comprehensive plan annual

Other



DELAWARE COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

158

Edgewood

Economic Development

Housing

Implement a  Complete Streets Policy

Review the comprehensive plan annual

New Swimming Pool
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Hopkinton

Economic Development

Housing

Land for new housing development

Implement a  Complete Streets Policy

Review the comprehensive plan annual

Other
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Source Administrator Deadline Funding Match 
Requirement

Program
Iowa Economic Encouraged

Iowa Economic 

River Enhancement Community Iowa Economic 

corridor 

Varies 

Community Development Block Grant Iowa Economic November
December 
January 

Varies  Encouraged 

DOT
Enhancement Program Iowa Department of 

Iowa Department of 

Iowa Department of 

Highway Bridge Program Iowa Department of 

Home Fund
households

Varies

Iowa Department of 
standards

per project

Plan Maintenance

The Delaware County Multi-Jurisdictional Comprehensive Plan is designed to be a long-range plan and many of the recommendations will require funding 
and continuous support. Delaware County and the Cities of Earlville, Edgewood and Hopkinton should refer to the comprehensive plan to develop annual 
improvement programs, and budgets. An annual evaluation of the plan should be conducted. Land use developments, plan implementations and changes that 
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Source Administrator Deadline Funding Match 

Requirement
Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources

Living Roadway Trust Fund Iowa Department of 

Iowa Department of 
round

per year
Iowa Economic Sanitary sewer system, water system, streets, storm sewers, 

moderate income

round

Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources cultural resources 

Varies Varies by grant 
category 

Revitalize Iowa’s Sound Economy Iowa Department of 
improvements of Iowa roads

Immediate 

accepted all 
year

Safe Routes to School Iowa Department of 
or bicycling to school

Encouraged

Credit 
HUD

income families 

Iowa Department of 

need to submit 

improvements to property 

developments

Iowa Department of 

Iowa Department of 
round improvements 

improvements


